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For the Australian Light Horse
soldiers who fought during World
War 1. horses were not o_nly a

ans of transporting troops
Zl'led equipmen?— they were their
beloved companions, providing
solace and comradeship through
the darkness and turbulence of war.
This is the story of Sandy, the only
horse to make it home.

ER

WRITER REBECCA HOWDEN

unng World War [ Au lians sent at least 136 00

horses overseas. These horses performied their tasks

heroically, despite h conditions and stress of
gunhire. Carrying riders; saddles, food and eq

they often travelled long distances with little water. On

In the desert, soldiers would aften sleep alongside 1l

their horse
lor warmth and comlort,
W

these magmificent h rses, how ever, ;||'.-i'}' one ever made i

home to Australia

a chestnut waler named Sandy
Sandy belor » Major General Sir William Bridges
commander of the 1st Australian Division at Gallipoli. He was

one of 0100 horses to be sent 1o the peninsula to accompany

the ANZAC troops. However, once the horses arrived at the

peninswia it was decided there was not -;:;n_*LIj_E;'l room for them

ashore, so they were sent back 1o Alexandria in Egypt
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Sadly. the horse and his commander were never to be

reunited. While Sandy was off shore. G

eneral Bridges died, three

days alter suffering wounds from a sniper attack. His dying
wish, historians report, was for Sandy to be returned homé to
Melbourne after the war
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Inne meant it was often impaossihle
o bring war animal:

ome. Many of the 13,000 horses that

survived the war were transferred as remounts for the Imperial

Army Some older or infirm horses were put down.

[roopers chose (o euthar
I

1 some

tise their own horses rather than have

them taken away. While General Bridges was being la
sandy was settling into a new life in Egypt under the care of

Caprain Leshie W

eld, an Aunstralian Veterinary ¢ orps officer
Captain Whith il Sandy remained companions until

wieTe Doth transterred to the Australian
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senator George Pearce, then the Australisn Minister for De

plan was at last set into motion. and Sancly was s

ing in the south of England. A

ation, Sandy was declared free of di

ourme in November |
Back home, §

t Depot at Maribyrmong, a lush stretch

T war, For the next six years, b

Lto rest beneath these paddocks

sen through the grounds of |

LIE Today, vou Iy notice so

lly prepared stone, ben;

honouring Sand

10rial serves as a

ordered Sandy to be returned home 1o pasture. In May 1918
nt toxthe R
fter three months

freighter o Liverpool, before Anally Setling ¢
home. He arrived in

Iy was turned out to praze ar the (

yrinong River that was used as a stasing poin

neadows by the river. When he passed away in

¥. In April this year, a commemorati




